
 

 

Dr. Eng. Zofia Blaschke 
A tribute on her 70th birthday 

 

 

In October 2010 Dr Eng. Zofia Blaschke will celebrate her 70th birthday. Between 
1990-2004 she was a member of the Editorial Board of the Physicochemical Problems 
of Mineral Processing annual. The Editorial Board would like to introduce Zofia 
Blaschke to our younger colleagues on the occasion of her birthday. 

Zofia Blaschke was born on 22 October 1940 in Lipnica, near Kolbuszowa. She 
attended primary school in Lipnica and secondary school in Kolbuszowa. She then 
attained the highest results in the entrance exam to the Mining Faculty of the 
University of Mining and Metallurgy in Krakow to study mineral processing (1958 – 
1963). In September 1963 she was awarded the title of Master of Science and 
Engineer, after successfully defending her Master’s Thesis entitled “The determination 
of the most economic method of the mechanical processing of run-of-mine coal from 
the Murcki mine”.  

After graduating, she began an annual apprenticeship as an assistant at the 
department of Silicate Chemistry at the Faculty of Ceramics and later started working 
at the Main Research Laboratory of the Jaworzno-Mikołów Coal Industry Union at the 
Wesoła Coal Mine, where she focussed on the study of coal quality, desulphurisation 
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and beneficiation. 
In 1968 a doctoral study on mineral processing was established at the Mining 

Faculty. Zofia Blaschke was seconded to this study while still working for the Main 
Research Laboratory. In 1972 she defended her doctoral thesis entitled “Water and 
slurry management in processing pyrite-bearing coal waste”. On the basis of an 
agreement between the AGH University and the Wesoła Coal Mine, in 1972 she was 
officially transferred to work at the AGH Chair of Mineral Processing.  

Dr Eng. Zofia Blaschke specializes in water and slurry management in coal 
preparation plants, in coal beneficiation and desulphurisation technologies, in selective 
flocculation and in oil agglomeration. She has published more than 110 papers in these 
fields and has written two textbooks for university students. As a co-author, Zofia 
Blaschke wrote 26 chapters on “mechanical preparation” for 14 textbooks of the 
Surowce mineralne świata (The World’s Mineral Raw Materials) series. She advises 
on newly designed coal preparation plants and the modernisation of existing ones and 
conducts research work needed for designing technologies of coal beneficiation and 
water and wastewater treatment.  

Dr Blaschke has presented the results of her work at national and international 
conferences and congresses (Sydney, New Delhi, Tokyo, Halifax, Ankara, Seoul, 
Aachen, Acapulco, Kosice, Las Vegas, Lisbon). She was also a contributor to the IVth 
International Conference of Women Engineers and Scientists in 1975. In addition, she 
translated from Bulgarian a book entitled “Selective Flocculation” for the Śląsk 
Publishers (1987). Dr Blaschke is also the author of three patents.  

Between 1979-1992 Zofia Blaschke was the head of the Division of Special 
Methods of Beneficiation and the Preparation of Mineral Raw Materials at the AGH 
University. From 1982 to 1986 she was also a deputy director, and from 1996 to 1999 
the director of this Institute (which at that time was named the Division of Mineral 
Processing, Environmental Protection and Waste Utilisation). Currently she is a retired 
faculty member of the AGH University of Science and Technology. 

Dr Blaschke is an active member of numerous organisations. Since 1966 the has 
been a member of the Association of Mining Engineers and Technicians and from 
1979 to 1996 was the chairperson of the Mineral Preparation Commission in the 
Krakow Division Management Board. From 1996 to 2000 she was a member of the 
Commission for the analysis of Raw Materials and Mineral Products at the Analytical 
Chemistry Committee at the Polish Academy of Sciences. From 1991 to 2006 she was 
a member of the Section of the Committee for the Use of Mineral Raw Materials at the 
Mining of the Polish Academy of Sciences. In 1994, she became a member of the 
Standardization Commission for Mechanical Coal Preparation and remained so for 
many years. She is also a member of the AGH Alumni Association. 

Since 1995 Zofia Blaschke has been working for the Polish Association of Mineral 
Processing and is one of its founder members. In 2001-2007 she was Vice President of 
the Association and in 2004 the President (annual tenure) The Journal of the Polish 
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Mineral Engineering Society is published bi-annually and has an international 
readership. Dr Blaschke has been its Editor in Chief since its establishment in 2000. 

Between 1979-1994 she edited proceedings of the Krakow Mineral Processing 
Conferences, which in 1995 were transformed into International Mineral Processing 
Conferences and Dr Zofia Blaschke continued to be a member of their organizing 
committees for many years afterwards. 

In 1994 the XIII International Coal Preparation Congress was held in Krakow. 
Nominated by the Minister of Industry, Dr Z. Blaschke was a member of the Congress 
Programme Committee and chaired the Flocculation and Agglomeration section.  

For her scientific activity, Dr Blaschke received awards from Ministers of Higher 
Education, Science and Education in 1980, 1982, 1986 and 1990 and also 18 awards 
from the Rector of AGH (the University of Mining and Metallurgy). She received 
numerous state, regional and associations’ distinctions, such as the Cross of Merit 
(bronze in 1981 and gold in 1990), a Medal commemorating the 40th anniversary of 
the People’s Republic of Poland in 1984, the Badge of Merit for services for to the 
Mining Industry (bronze in 1986, silver in 1994, gold in 1997), the badge of merit for 
services to the Krakow Province in (gold in 1982) and for community work for the 
City of Krakow (gold 1987); Distinguished Activist of the Association of Mining 
Engineers and Technicians in 1980, Honorary Badge of the Polish Federation of 
Engineering Associations (silver in 1984, gold in 1992).    

Dr Blaschke is still involved in scientific work. After preparing for print “A Small 
Encyclopaedia of Mineral Engineering“ (published in Mineral Engineering in 2006), 
she is currently preparing “The Encyclopaedia of Mineral Processing Technology“. 
Her hobby is gardening and house plants. She has two children, Zbigniew and Ewa, 
and five grandchildren, Dorotka, Kasia, Michał, Basia and Ola. 
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